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posecL The case of Duarte Pacheco Pereira is perhaps the most
interesting. Pacheco was governor from 1520 to 1522. In the
latter year he was replaced and recalled in disgrace. When he
reached Lisbon, he was imprisoned, because he had broken cer-
tain regulations governing the duties of his office. But he was
afterwards released, because, upon investigation, it was found
that the majority of the charges levelled against him were false
and that he was only guilty of minor malversations1. His recall
is particularly significant, because it exemplifies one of the ex-
ceptional difficulties with which a governor of the castle had to
contend. In the fierce struggle for promotion, personal enmities
and petty jealousies were common, and these evils were aggra-
vated by carefully phrased hints and suggestions in letters sent
home by different officers in the castle. If, on the one hand, the
governor in his letters to the king could report confidentially
upon his subordinates, on the other hand, the factor, the chief
magistrate, or the captains of the returning Mina fleets, in their
respective reports could defend themselves and attack their per-
sonal enemies. There was much back-biting and much mis-
representation, and the governor, whose wider powers and
heavier responsibilities exposed him to special criticism, was
sometimes an unfortunate victim. The home government tried
to check maladministration by elaborate regulations, by giving
special instructions to the governors, and by setting guards upon
the caravels which sailed to Mina (docs. 20, 47)2. But abuses
were never stamped out. The cancer of corruption gradually
spread from member to member of the garrison, reducing its
efficiency and undermining its prestige in the eyes of the negroes.
Trade in the 'lodge', or factory, of Sao Jorge was supervised
and directed by the chief factor, who had to render an account
of all receipts and expenses during his period of office to the
king (doc. 23). His duties included keeping a full record of all
transactions, carrying out the orders of the governor, sending
many reports to the king on conditions in the trade, and corre-
1 Daniiao de Goes, Chronica do felicissimo Rei D. Manoel (1566-7), pt. i,
ch. 100.
3 The royal ordinances may be examined in As Ordenacdes del Rey D.
Manoel (1521), bk. 5, ff. 83, 91-7, and in Leys eprovisdes del Rei D. SebastiSo
(1816-53), pt. i, vol. i, pp. 13-18,166-94.
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